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2017 School Exchange Programme Overview

An old Chinese saying goes “It takes ten years
for a tree to flourish, but a hundred years for a

generation to be educated with virtue.”

Singapore ACC strongly believe that education
is the key to changing one’s destiny. In Africa where
hunger and diseases are prevalent, there are many
homeless children in dire circumstances. Hence, we
built orphanages and schools that has sheltered and
educated more than a thousand children, with the
hope that this may change their future.“Love Chinese,
Inspire Life” school exchange programme began
with a group of Singaporean volunteers who visited
ACC Yuan Tong School in Africa. After seeing for
themselves how African children communicated in
fluent Mandarin and performed Chinese martial
arts, they were inspired to start a programme to
encourage interaction between Singaporean and
Yuan Tong School students. Through showecasing
these African students’ proficiency in Mandarin,
we hope to motivate Singaporean students to put
in greater effort in learning their mother tongue.
While ACC Singapore helps children in Africa, we
are also committed to support learning of Chinese
language and to promote appreciation of Chinese
culture in our country. Through the “Love Chinese,
Inspire Life” school exchange programme, we wish
to do our humble part to contribute to the Chinese

education sector.

Since 2013, the programme has invited African

students from ACC Yuan Tong School to interact

RREX - aROH

with local students every year. By sharing these
African children’s stories and learning journeys, we
hope local students will be inspired to make greater
effort in learning Mandarin, and to cherish what
they have. For the past five years, the programme
has reached out to 140 educational institutions and
has benefitted over 70,000 of local students. After
each sharing session by the African children, we
encourage our students to pen down their thoughts
and feelings. The essays written by our students
conveyed how they have been emotionally moved
by these African orphans’ perseverance and courage
in pursuing their dreams. Through this event, we
hope that local students will be motivated to work
harder to master Chinese language, cherish their
relationship with their parents, families and their
material possession, as well as cultivate the spirit of

gratitude, giving and sharing.

In 2017, Ah Hao, Ah Mo, Ah Zhe and Ah
Dong from Malawi ACC, visited a total of 21 local
institutions. Besides the sharing session, our Malawi
teens also participated in a series of interesting and
exciting lessons and activities, including Home
Economics, Chinese Calligraphy. They were also
interviewed by student journalists. These activities
were arranged by our schools to provide a platform
for closer interaction and opportunities to foster
deeper friendships. The African teens most vividly
remembered the Home Economics lesson that
they attended with the Malay students, and they
had a chance to better understand the culture and



traditions of a different ethnic group in Singapore.
We also invited Ah Hao and Ah Mo to role-play as
“little teachers” and teach Tang poem “Yearning”
(Xiang S1) to primary students. In teaching this
lesson, the two “little teachers” explained the
meaning of the poem and shared the story behind
it. Our students who could recite the poem were
rewarded with a bottle of red beans as a souvenir
to this unique lesson. Going forward, we hope to
organise more of such interesting and interactive
activities to spark primary school students’ interest
in appreciating the beauty of the Chinese language

and culture.

In addition, the African teens would share
stories of their childhood with our students who
listened attentively, with some moved to tears upon
hearing the hardships that African children faced.
Ah Hao and Ah Mo added, “We do not want you
to pity us as we shared our stories, but rather, we
hope that you can treasure what you have right now
and study hard.” Indeed, be it Singaporean students
or the African teens, we emphasize to them this
message, which is: “You can’t change your past, but
you can definitely create a better future!” Although
these African teens were born poor, it did not
stop them from working hard. They are filled with
passion and hope to earn opportunities to study
abroad, which used to be exclusive to only the
rich in Malawi. On the other hand, Singaporean
students are supported by better school facilities
and a holistic education system. Thus, we trust that
our local students would be more motivated to

strive towards their goals and dreams.

During their stay in Singapore, the African
teens learned about Singapore’s culture and history.

They also gained a better understanding of how

Singapore developed over the years, through wvisits
to various historical sites and museums. From
humble beginnings as a trading port, Singapore has
evolved into an important trading hub in its 50-year
journey of change and transformation. Its success
served as a good learning model which we hope
could inspire our African teens. We sincerely hope
that the African children nurtured by ACC will
become a new generation of African leaders who
will shoulder the great responsibility of improving

the lives of Africans and leading them to prosperity.

The school exchange programme would not
have been possible without the support from various
parties. Thus, we would like to express our deepest
gratitude to the ‘Committee to Promote Chinese
Language Learning’ for their continuous support,
the ‘Chinese Language and Culture Fund’ for their
generous assistance, principals and teachers for
their fullest coordination, essay competition judges
and all volunteers for their selfless contributions.
Without your support, “Love Chinese, Inspire Life
20177school exchange programme would not have

achieve such great success!

faced,

Singapore ACC will continue to organize “Love

Despite the many challenges we
Chinese, Inspire Life” school exchange programme
to cultivate positive values in Singapore children
and encourage them to persevere in their learning
We hope they will be

respectful to elders, appreciate what they have in

of Chinese language.

their lives, and develop compassion for others. May
the spirit of “Love Chinese, Inspire Life” continue

to flourish and ignite the compassion from within.

Regards
ACC Singapore
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