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old Chinese saying goes “It takes ten years for a tree to flourish, but a hundred
years for a generation to be educated with virtue.”

ACC strongly believes that education is the key to changing one’s destiny. In Africa where
hunger and diseases are prevalent, there are many homeless children in dire circumstances.
Therefore, orphanages and schools were set up by ACC to provide a roof over the heads
for more than a thousand of children; educating them with the hope to impart them with
abilities and skills that may change their future. “Love Chinese, Inspire Life” school exchange
programme first started in 2012, where a group of Singapore volunteers visiting ACC Yuan
Tong School in Africa had seen for themselves how these African children communicated
in fluent Mandarin and performed Chinese martial arts, they were inspired to start a
programme to encourage interaction between Singapore and Yuan Tong School students.
Through showcasing these African students’ proficiency in Mandarin, we hope to motivate
Singaporean students to put in greater effort in learning their mother tongue. While ACC
Singapore is helping children in Africa, we are also committed to support the learning of
Chinese language and promote the appreciation of Chinese culture in our country. Through
the “Love Chinese, Inspire Life” school exchange programme, we wish to do our humble
part to contribute to the local Chinese education sector.

Since 2013, the programme will invite 4 African students from ACC Yuan Tong School to
interact with local students every year. By sharing their stories and learning journeys, these
African students expressed their passion for Mandarin and desire for dreams. Over the past
6 years, “Love Chinese, Inspire Life” school exchange programme has reached out to 164
local educational institutions including universities, benefitting over 80,000 local students.
After the programme, we organized an Essay writing competition to encourage local
students to pen down their thoughts and feelings. Through the essays written by Singapore
students, they conveyed how they have been emotionally moved by these African orphans’
perseverance and courage in pursuing their dreams. With this event, we hope that local
students will be motivated to work harder to master Chinese language, cherish what they

have, and cultivate the spirit of gratitude and sharing.
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behalf of Carnegie School, we were very happy and it was such an honor to be
one of the institutions to have the African students on this Cultural Exchange

with our students.

We were deeply impressed with the performances of the Africa students especially
with their display of Chinese Kung Fu, the ability to sing Mandarin songs and reciting of
Chinese poetry. Besides that, we got positive feedback from our parents and students.
They were so happy and exciting during the event, because it gave a view about the
other culture. Moreover, the four African students were very inspired with their Mandarin
ability.
We are looking forward for the next African Students Culture Event in the future.

Mr Stiven Widjaja, A.A,B.S

Principal
Carnegie School (Medan)
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he visit of the African boys to Sampoerna Academy Medan on 20 August 2018
was a greatly anticipated one. As the school embarks upon embracing the
International Baccalaureate (IB) program, we are keen on working on one of its core areas

which is CAS — Creativity, Activity and Service.

Amitofo Care Centre (ACC) which takes care of orphans in Africa has become our source

of motivation in putting an action plan to implement CAS.

The first batch of our students will enrol in the IB program in 2020. So we placed the
visiting African boys in Secondary 1 and 2 classes so that their interaction will start our

students to do reflections as to how communities benefit from organisations like ACC.

Our students stood in awe as the African boys displayed not only their command of the
Chinese Language, but also their mastery of the Chinese pugilistic skills. They seemed to

have been assimilated into the Chinese culture without losing their African roots.

Some of our students who struggle in the learning of Mandarin are now motivated to
overcome their obstacles in the course of learning Mandarin. The pugilistic display by the
African boys also showed our students the importance of physical fitness in their school
life.

We hope to continue with this working relationship with ACC in the future. We also hope
that the African boys have benefited as much as our students have.
Mr Raja Rajendra

Head of School
Sampoerna Academy Medan
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18 Love ChinesesinspireLife

1001 EXChahgehrogramme OVerview

2018, Qing Ding, Qing Qian, Qing Si and Qing Tian from eSwatini ACC visited a

total of 22 local institutions. Besides the sharing session, our eSwatini teens also
participated in a series of exciting lessons and activities such as Home Economics, Tea
Appreciation, interview by student journalists and soccer match etc. These activities were
arranged by schools to provide a platform for closer interaction and opportunities to foster
deeper friendships. Our African teens most vividly remembered Home Economics lesson
and the interactions with University students. Students of different races were paired with
African teens to make local delight ‘Curry Puffs’ to better understand the culture and
traditions of the different ethnic groups in Singapore. This year, we had the opportunity to
visit Singapore’s top 3 Universities (NUS/NTU/SMU) to interact with the undergraduates, in
hope to encourage our Africa teens to continue to preserve towards their dreams!

In primary schools, Qing Ding and Qing Qian role-played as little teachers to teach Tang
poem “A Traveller's Lament” (Yéu Zi Yin). During lesson, Qing Ding first explained the
meaning of the poem with great humor while Qing Qian taught the students to sing to
enhance their memory. As the poem expresses a mother’s never changing love, we told the
students to write down their words of gratitude for their mums. Teachers later commented
that this activity has successfully ignite the interest of their students in learning Chinese
poems especially for the P2 students. Going forward, we hope to organise more of such
interactive activities to spark primary students’ interest in appreciating the beauty of

Chinese language and culture.

[Dreams Never Waits] is our slogan for 2018. ACC always emphasizes that “The past can’t
be changed, but the future can be created!” The sharing of their childhood stories and
hardships always move Singapore students to tears, but even so, the African teens are
striving to achieve their dreams, and we believed Singapore students can too. Although
these African teens were born poor, they truly cherish the opportunity to receive education
in ACC Yuan Tong School, and are filled with passion and hope to earn opportunities to
study abroad. Thus, we believe that our local students supported with better facilities and

holistic education system, will be more motivated to achieve their goals and dreams.

RFZIF MR



A public session of the exchange programme hosted by local artist Nick Shen and Lin Youyi
at Woodlands Regional Library had successfully attracted about 300 audiences to listen to
the sharing by the African teens and witness how Chinese culture shines in Africa.

Over 2 months, it is for the first time that “Love Chinese, Inspire Life” Programme extended
its reach to 8 schools in Medan and Johor. These trips enhanced the learning of different
cultures for the African teens and broaden their perspectives. We sincerely hope that
children nurtured in ACC can become a new generation of African leaders who can shoulder

the great responsibility of improving the lives of Africans and leading them to prosperity.

The school exchange programme would not be possible without the support from various
parties. Thus, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to the ‘Committee to Promote
Chinese Language Learning’ for their continuous support, ‘Chinese Language and Culture
Fund’ and ‘National Library Board’ for their generous assistance, principals and teachers
for their fullest coordination, essay competition judges and all volunteers for their selfless
contributions. Without your support, “Love Chinese, Inspire Life 2018” school exchange

programme would not have achieve such great success!

Despite the many challenges, Singapore ACC will continue to organise “Love Chinese,
Inspire Life” school exchange programme to cultivate positive values in Singapore children
and encourage them to persevere in their learning of Chinese language. We hope they will
be respectful, appreciate what they have and develop the compassion for others. May the

spirit of “Love Chinese, Inspire Life” continue to flourish and ignite compassion from within.

ACC Singapore
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